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COVER PICTURE 





This picture of the ripened golden 
grain in the process of being har- 
vested represents millions of acres 
and the largest crop of grain in Ameri- 
can history. 

The price of wheat largely controls 
the market in foods, as does steel in 
industry. Some feel that there is too 
much grain this year, but how can 
that be when millions of earth are 
starving? 

The Master looked upon the fields 
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DEDICATION OF GREENVILLE CHURCH 


The dedication of our new church has been set for October 10 (second Sun- 
day). We hereby very urgently invite the presence of as many ministers and 


the laity as can possibly be with us. 


We had previously thought of dedicating the church earlier, but by October 


10 the building will be completed. 


We expect in attendance the governor of the State of South Carolina, Sena- 
tor Maybanks, Senator Johnston, Congressman Bryson, the governor of Georgia, 
and the city and county officials, as well as prominent officials of our church. 


—E. P. Paulk. 
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one day and exclaimed: “Behold, I 
say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and 
look on the fields; for they are white 
already to harvest. And he that reap- 
eth receiveth wages, and gathereth 
fruit unto life eternal: that both he 
that soweth and he that reapeth may 
rejoice together,” John 4:35, 36. 


The International General Assembly 
convenes today, where the laborers 
from around the world will report of 
the sheaves they have gleaned in the 
Master’s great harvest field. The next 
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O’KAIN 

In memory of Mrs. Fannie O’Kain, 
who was called away to meet the 
Lord April 12, 1948. She had been in 
bad health for about seven years. 
She was a member of the Church of 
God in Nashville, Tenn., for about 
twenty-five years. Her funeral was 
conducted by Brother Paul Stallings 
and she was laid to rest in Spring 
Hill Cemetery, Nashville, Tenn. Please 


issue will carry some of the wonderful pray for her unsaved children.—Her 
news. daughter, Eva O’Kain. 
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DORAN’S 1948 MINISTERS MANUAL, by G. B. F. Hallock and M. K. W. Heicher. The 
volume for this year, being a study and pulpit guide, and handbook of suggestion and in- 
spiration for pastors, evangelists, missionaries, Bible readers and all others regularly called 
upon for Christian address from pulpit or platform. Cloth bound, 314 pages. Price $2.50 


TEXTBOOK ON PARLIAMENTARY LAW, by Hall and Sturgis. Each lesson in this book 
serves as a foundation for the one that follows, thus building step by step a connected knowl- 
edge of parliamentary law. It provides a clear and logical text for teaching parliamentary 
procedure. Cloth bound, 245 pages. Price --.............- eoett eee .. $2.50 
ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER, by General Henry M. Robert. A compendium of parliamentary 
law based upon the rules and practice of Congress, together with a simple explanation of 
the methods of organizing and conducting the business of societies, conventions, and other 
deliberative assemblies. Cloth bounnd, 312 pages. Price_-..-.... .. $2.50 
THE STORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, by Jesse Lyman Hurlbut. Here is the glowing 
record of the mightiest institution which has ever blessed the human race. Told vividly and 
warmly in evangelical style, strictly accurate in all statements of fact, impartial in any 
necessary discussion of doctrinal differences. Completely up-to-date. 256 pages, 8 illustra- 
tions,.cloth bound. Price — $1.50 
VICTORY PRACTICAL HANDBOOK, by E. C. Clark. Information, instruction, ceremonies 
and other helps that will prove beneficial to the minister. Cloth bound, 230 pages. $1.25 
SERMONS IN A NUTSHELL, by J. Ellis. Outlines for sermons and addresses. Cloth bound, 
Pe eee Fee ai $1.25 
HOLY HOURS IN THE HOLY LAND, by Walter R. Alexander. Most of us will never set 
foot upon Bible lands. We will never know the joy and profit from such an experience. 
But here is a book which gives you the details you long to envision, and has the effect 
of making you feel you have been there. Cloth bound, 160 pages. Price -------------------. $1.50 
100 REVIVAL SERMONS AND OUTLINES, by Frederick Barton. Great evangelistic sermons 
by Spurgeon, Maclaren, Moody, Chapman, Simpson, and many others. Cloth bound, 455 
pages. Price : $1.69 


200 SELECT ILLUSTRATIONS, by Stuart P. Garver. These illustrations have been selected 
from the writings of the world’s foremost preachers. They illuminate some weeds 


topics. Cloth bound, 182 pages. Price 


A SMALL CHILD'S BIBLE, by Pelagie Doane. Parents and teachers will find these one-page 
stories, with their beautiful color illustrations, invaluable in introducing children to these 


greatest of all tales. Cloth bound, 143 pages. Price --......---.---------------------------------- $3.00 
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SPECIAL NOTICE 
There will be no Evangel for the week of September 4, the 
Assembly week. According to the custom for many years, 
we do not print the Evangel Christmas week or the As- 
sembly week. Look forward to great Assembly news in the 
September 11 issue. Pray for the Assembly. 





Read the article in the center pages, “The State of the 
Church,” which was prepared and permission granted to 
us for republication by the Christian Herald. Many thanks 
to the statisticians of the Christian Herald staff for their 
arduous task and this valuable information. It must have 
been difficult to secure and classify the various churches’ 
reports to give us this information. We have a system of 
reporting that requires our ministers and churches to re- 
port monthly to our state superintendents and General 
Headquarters, and I understand the figures concerning 
our work, listed under item number 38, were taken from 
our Minutes of 1946 and from our monthly reports of the 
state superintendents for December, 1947. I have ques- 
tioned, for more than one reason (after receiving permis- 
sion), the reprinting of this report. One is that it would 
be tragic if we should decide. to be satisfifed with the lit- 
tle that we are doing and feel ourselves so important. This 
reminds me that once when my sister Iredell had finished 
combing the brown curly locks which reached to the 
shoulders of my little brother James, age two, she said, 
“Did you know you’re the sweetest thing in the world?” He 
replied, “Uh-huh, I know it.” She immediately exclaimed, 
“You little rascal, I ought to wear you out!” It would be 
tragic if we should feel that we had done so much that we 
could rest upon the oars. But remember, there are other 
organizations larger than ours who have increased more 
than our entire membership, and, too, percentage always 
favors the smaller numbers. 

This outstanding progress with which we are wonder- 
fully blessed of God should cause us to become more 
humble, and we should appreciate it more sincerely. We 
have a great program, are working together, and may God 
ever grant that we shall always keep foremost the cross of 
Calvary and what it means to this lost world. Remember, 
Jesus gave His all, and should we be satisfied with less 
than our best? 





A PRICELESS CLOCK 
Hilda V. Richardson 

Buckingham Palace in England holds a priceless clock 
made two hundred and fifty years ago by one known as the 
father of English clockmakers, Thomas Tompion. This 
clock along, with forty others, was shown recently in an 
exhibition in London. 

The owner of “Silver King,” one of the Tompion clocks, 
also possesses a rare book, recording the name of every 
person who has wound the clock for the past one hundred 
and twenty-five years; this clock, like the one in Buck- 
ingham Palace, is only wound once a year. 

Tompion clocks are still running and keeping perfect 
time, while their maker lies at rest in great Westminster 
Abbey. 

Work done well is an honor to its maker long after he 
has gone.—Gospel Herald. 
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WHAT HAS GOD WROUGHT? 
China’s Changes of a Half Century 
By W. W. Reid 


The casual observer, looking at China’s many problems, 
can easily become discouraged. But the missionary, or 
other long-time observer, takes courage as he views the 
progress made in every avenue of China’s life in the last 
half-century. 

Such a long-range view was made recently by Dr. Fred- 
erick J. Tooker of the Presbyterian Human Mission, who 
went to China forty-seven years ago. He says: 

“My mind goes back to the changes which I have seen 
since landing in China in 1901. China then was subject 
state ruled by the Manchus; now it is an independent 
country with a native government and a constitution mod- 
eled largely on that of the United States. 

“Then foot-binding was in vogue; now it is gone almost 
beyond memory. ; 

“Then opium was openly smoked; now it is forbidden by 
law, and socially taboo. 

“Then foreigners lived under treaties of extra territorial- 
ity;now Chinese law is operative for everyone. 

“Then there was open talk of dividing China among the 
Western nations; now, after a war of foreign invasion, in 
which China resisted the enemy along a 1,500 mile front for 
eight long years without seeking or accepting terms of 
peace, she thus immobilized 2,000,000 enemy soldiers while 
China’s allies prepared for war and fought the enemy from 
island to island in the Pacific. 

“Then China was ruled by an absolute and tyrannical 
Empress Dowager; now China has an enlightened Chris- 
tian leader, who, with his gifted wife, give themselves to 
the study of the Word of God on arising in the morning 
and turn to it when in perplexity during the day, who 
advocate forgiveness without revenge to a former ruthless 
enemy; who have carried forward reforms in China for 
twenty years, notwithstanding opposition and armed rebel- 
lion of a subversive group of foreign indoctrination. 

“Then I knew what it was to be called ‘Foreign Devil,’ 
now, more young men and women are clamoring to come 
to America for study of Western ways than could be grant- 
ed visas. 

“WHAT HAS WROUGHT THIS CHANGE? The power of 
God, primarily by the teaching of the Christian mission- 
ary, in answer to the prayers of God’s people everywhere. 

“Then missionaries were tolerated; now invited by Gov- 
ernment, welcomed by the people generally. 

“Then the foreign missionary in street chapel proclaimed 
the Gospel; now the trained Chinese pastor, Christian 
books and magazines broadcast the message. 

“Then the missionary was promoter and administrator 
and executive; now the Church of Christ in China, meet- 
ing in presbyteries, synods and general assembly, appoints 
the missionary his particular duties with all other church 
workers.” 





When the church as a whole wakes up to her responsi- 
bility and feels it, to carry the gospel of Christ to every 
nation of earth, the glorious gospel fire soon will burn up 
heathenism and the globe will be girded with salvation. 
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Again the state convention and 
camp meeting season is here, and we 
begin to check our work, getting ready 
for the reports, to see what has been 
our gains for the past year’s work. 
Who are our new ministers and mem- 
bers that have been added since last 
state meeting? Let’s get acquainted. 
They are our brothers and sisters 
who have come to help us promote 
the kingdom of God and the Church 
in all of its fields. What fellowship! 
There is nothing like it, it seems. 
Those heartsearching sermons! That 
soul-inspiring music and _ singing! 
Spirit-lifting fellowship, Pentecostal 
fire and enthusiasm, and altar serv- 
ices that sweep souls through to vic- 
tory! We never forget them. This is 
camp meeting and state convention 
time. 

Our first state convention for the 
year was in Arizona, in March. When 
we arrived at the airport we were 
greeted by the state overseer, Brother 
John E. Douglas, who informed us 
that the camp meeting was in full 
swing and the Lord was blessing. 
When we arrived at the church we 
found a group of Spirit-filled people 
happy in the Lord. Brother I. L. Benge, 
of California, was the camp meeting 
speaker, and he was doing a splendid 
job preaching. Souls were praying 
through. Such fellowship! Such unity, 
until it was an enjoyable place to be! 
Brother Douglas seemed to-have his 
full strength and talent in the work, 
with the full cooperation of his people. 
The reports showed a nice increase in 
every department of the work, al- 
though it had been only about 
eight months since the other state 
convention. Arizona is warm, not only 
in weather, but in fellowship and the 
Spirit as well. 

Since the people in the West had 
been asking for a regional meeting of 
the youth, we suggested to Brother 
Ralph Williams, National Youth Direc- 
tor, that he and I make this trip 
together through the Western States. 
As we travelled from Cleveland to the 
West, our first convention for the 
summer was in Colorado. This was 
held in Colorado Springs, and, of 
course, the weather was very pleasant 
and the fellowship was fine. Brother 
R. C. Muncy, who is state overseer, had 
been working in that section to keep 
the Church of God moving. As some 
of you possibly know, the work moves 
slowly in these sections, but at this 
time each church owns its property. 
Of course, the state overseer had to 
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Assistant General Overseer’s 
Convention Work 





help build the churches, but the work 
was done. The people are happy that 
they will not have to be looking for a 
place to rent, since they have their 
own property, and we certainly say 
with them, “Thank the Lord.” There 
was a fine spirit of fellowship and 
unity in the convention, and it seemed 
that everyone enjoyed the meeting. 

The state overseer reported a Sunday 
School in Utah with an average at- 
tendance of forty. He stated also, that 
he would be setting a church in order 
before the General Assembly. We wish 
for them great success. 

California is to be the next con- 
vention. From Colorado Springs we 
journey to Los Angeles and on to 
the Presbyterian Conference Grounds 
in the palisades near Santa Monica. 
The camp meeting was in full swing, 
with the people shouting, rejoicing, 
and enjoying old-time religion. Broth- 
er J. H. Hughes, state overseer, was 
guiding the meeting well, while his 
son Ray was the camp evangelist and 
doing some fine preaching. Souls were 
praying through. The weather was 
almost too cool at the sunrise prayer 
service to be comfortable, but the 
spirit and fellowship of the meeting 
were plenty warm, making it a great 
gathering, with good reports from the 
ministers and churches, showing nice 
increases in every department. Cali- 
fornia is coming to the front. One 
feature of this meeting that impressed 
me was the churches reported that 
over $2,900 had been raised to assist 
their pastors in getting to the General 
Assembly. Some of the pastors have 
never attended the Assembly and this 
wil! be their first one. The state over- 
seer desires to help in whatever way 
he can to get these men to the As- 
sembly so they may learn more of the 
beauty and value of the Church of 
God. 

From California we journeyed upSan 
Joaquin Valley toward Lewiston, Ida- 
ho. Before we reached Lewiston we 
found that floods had washed away 
the roads in several places; but we were 
delayed only a few minutes, as the 
road machines were there putting new 


road around the washouts. In one 
section the towns were 101 miles apart, 
with filling stations 65 miles apart. 
We traveled 300 miles in five hours 
and fifteen minutes, and stopped and 
got gas, sO you see we were not hin- 
dered very much. 

When we arrived in Lewiston we 
found Brother T. W. Godwin there to 
do the preaching for the camp meet- 
ing. Brother Statum, state overseer, 
informed us that he had plenty of 
deer, elk, and bear in the locker to 
feed us during the meeting, and he 
proved that very thing. He entertained 
us royally in his home, and I do not 
think either the deer or the elk had 
much effect on us, only it made Broth- 
er Godwin a little frisky, but seemed 
not to hinder him in his preaching. 
The convention was held under a tent 
in Lewiston, and for the first night’s 
service we had to use lanterns, since 
there had been a little difficulty in 
getting the lights turned on; but the 
second night we had lights and were 
going in a good way. The work in 
Idaho moves slowly, but the ministers 
keep plugging away and show some 
gains. As the old saying is, “The steady 
drop wears the rock.” 

From Lewiston we journeyed to Spo- 
kane, Washington, and visited the 
school property in Spokane, where 
Brother and Sister Coleman are living. 
They had charge of the school there 
this year. This is a fine piece of prop- 
erty, and it would be so nice if we 
could have a large school in this sec- 
tion to help train men and women 
for our work in the West. We had a 
very pleasant visit with the Colemans. 

From Washington we moved on to 
Montana. On this trip we crossed the 
Continental Divide and saw the snow 
falling. Also, on this trip we saw hail, 
or sleet, whichever it was—particles 
about the size of a pea and it was ice; 
whether it was hailing or sleeting I 
do not know. We stopped in Missoula, 
Montana, where we were met by the 
state overseer, Brother Pospisil, and 
had a very fine service. They were in 
a building program and could not use 
our church (they were building a new 
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Rev. H. L. Chesser, Assistant General 
Overseer 


one), but another Pentecostal group 
let us use their building. We enjoyed 
the fellowship of the people in Mon- 
tana again. From Missoula we moved 
on to Bozeman, Montana, for another 
service with the people in that section. 
This, also, was an enjoyable service, 
after which we motored out into the 
country to the Castle Rock Camp, 
where Brother Pospisil was preparing 
to have the camp meeting. Because of 
the high altitude, the weather was 
very cool and we slept under about 
three blankets—quite a contrast to 
the heat in some places. 

Illinois was the next convention on 
our schedule, to be held at Benton, 
Illinois. Brother Cross, the state over- 
seer, was very happy over the progress 
that had been made this year in their 
work. Brother Houston R. Morehead 
was there to do the night speaking 
during the camp meeting which was to 
follow the state convention. There was 
a fine spirit of fellowship among the 
people and all seemed to be happy 
over the work. There was a spirit of 
progression prevailing and the people 
were willing to improve their camp- 
ground. They decided it would be best 
to build a new tabernacle. Several 
were ready to build cottages if they 
could get a location, and we think by 
next camp meeting in Illinois we shall 
see a new tabernacle, maybe a new 
dining hall, and some new cottages. 
The people in Illinois have a mind to 
work. 

When Brother Williams and I ar- 
rived home the last day of June, hav- 
ing been gone the entire month, the 
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Tennessee camp meeting and con- 
vention was in high gear. Many said 
it was the best state meeting Tennes- 
see has ever had. The Lord was bless- 
ing; the fire was falling; people were 
rejoicing; and souls were praying 
through. Different ones were the 
speakers for the night services. We 
were not privileged to hear the re- 
ports in this meeting, since we were 
in the office for only about a day and 
a half before we were on our way to 
the next scheduled convention, and 
we had some work that just had to be 
done. There was a wonderful spirit of 
fellowship, and some say the Tennes- 
see preachers were doing the best 
preaching they had ever done in a 
state meeting. Brother Tidwell seemed 
to be happy in the progress of the 
work this year and doing a splendid 
job moderating the meeting, having 
the cooperation of the people as a 
whole. 


South Carolina is the next place. 
This year the camp meeting flames 
leaped into South Carolina. They have 
purchased a nice camp site on the 
highway between Greenville and Laur- 
ens, having a nice oak grove where 
there will be shade for the cottages. 
They did not have time to build a 
tabernacle after they purchased the 
site, but they had built the restaurant, 
the stand, and rest rooms. Also they 
had about thirty cottages erected on 
the camp site, and locations for others 
were staked off. While we were there 
we noticed them staking off still 
others. Brother Tharp, state overseer, 
seemed to have everything nicely in 
hand and was managing the camp 
well, with the assistance of the state 
youth director and others. Every- 
one seemed to be happy and rejoicing 
over the progress the State had made 
in the past year. South Carolina has 
the largest church in the Movement, 
and the largest building. Perhaps by 
the time you read this the building 
will be complete, which is the new 
church in Greenville. Will South Caro- 
lina have the finest tabernacle? We 
will have to wait and see. They have 
eighty-nine acres in the camp site, 
plenty of room to build a real taber- 
nacle. 


Brother R. P. Johnson was the guest 
speaker in the camp meeting in South 
Carolina. Of course, those of you who 
know Brother Johnson know he was 
doing some real good preaching. 
South Carolina, with her fine group 
of ministers, has a fine spirit of co- 
operation with the state overseer, 
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which bespeaks for the state’s success. 
As you know, South Carolina has stood 
among the leaders of the states in the 
Church for a number of years, and in 
some things, especially Lighted Path- 
way subscriptions and distribution, 
South Carolina takes the lead. 


Our next convention on schedule 
was Kentucky. When we arrived in 
Lexington, Kentucky, we found the 
people worshipping in the large taber- 
nacle which has been built this year. 
In a wise move for progress, Kentucky 
has sold the old camp site at Somerset 
and purchased a nice location near 
Lexington, on Highway 25, in the 
heart of the bluegrass region. Their 
tabernacle is one of the finest and 
most completely up-to-date in the 
Church of God. They have a dining 
hall erected at the rear of the taber- 
nacle, and a few cottages have been 
built, also. The crowds were there, 
the fire was falling, and souls were 
praying through. Ray Hughes was the 
camp evangelist and, seemingly, was 
putting his best into it. Kentucky re- 
ports great progress under the leader- 
ship of L. H. Aultman, having moved 
up into the “A” group this year and 
letting us know that we should watch 
old Kentucky. Brother Aultman seemed 
to be handling the camp meeting well. 
He is not a veteran overseer, but he 
seems to be managing his work as 
though he has had several years’ ex- 
perience. To see the unity and feel the 
fellowship in camp meetings of this 
kind makes you want to attend an- 
other. 

From Kentucky we took off for 
Outram, Saskatchewan, Canada, where 
the provincial convention was in prog- 
ress. The facilities of the school prop- 
erty, purchased last year from the 
Government for about $30,000 and in- 
sured for $90,000 was being used to 
accommodate the convention. Paul H. 
Walker and Glyndon Logsdon were 
the guest speakers for the week’s 
meeting and were doing a splendid 
job. Brother J. B. Reesor, the overseer, 
is loved and appreciated by the Cana- 
dian people. He has worked hard engi- 
neering the deal for the school prop- 
erty. Although the work in this section 
is small, they took the lead in giving 
for the missions in 1947, with $13 per 
capita. The school is doing a fine work 
in training their own workers for 
Canada’s growth. The Canadians prove 
their love for God and His cause by 
the sacrifices they make in carrying 
on the work and giving to the cause 


(Continued on page 12) 
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Paul in the Roman Prison 


Recently, in Rome, Italy, the Italian 
Assemblies of God purchased a large 
stone church building—a Church of 
England edifice located near the pal- 
ace of the once famous Mussolini, 
which will serve for the local congre- 
gation and the general headquarters. 
It has a seating capacity of from 500 
to 1,000. 

Nineteen hundred years ago, the 
apostle Paul felt a definite call, a 
specific urge to go to Rome to take 
this Pentecostal message. 

“Paul purposed in the spirit, when 
he had passed through Macedonia 
and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, say- 
ing, After I have been there, I must 
also see Rome,” Acts 19:21. 

In his letter to the Romans (1:15), 
Paul wrote, “So, as much as in me is, 
I am ready to preach the gospel to you 
that are at Rome also.” 

Then, after the chief captain, fear- 
ing the multitude would pull Paul into 
pieces, had him taken into the castle, 
and during that night the Lord stood 
by him and said, “Be of good cheer, 
Paul: for as thou hast testified of me 
in Jerusalem, so must thou bear wit- 
ness also at Rome,” Acts 23:11. 

From these scriptures we readily 
see that his going to Rome was urgent. 
Paul stated, “I must,” and the Lord 
said, also, “so must thou,” and to 
Rome he did go a prisoner and an 
ambassador of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Probably at Rome, during 60-64 
A.D., Paul wrote what is sometimes 
called his prison letters: the ones to 
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entecost 
Again Goes to Rome 


By the Editor 


the Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 
Philemon, and, during his second im- 
prisonment, 2 Timothy. Paul was evi- 
dently released from the Roman 
prison about 63 A. D., but in 64 A. D. 
more than one half of Rome was 
burned, at the instigation of Nero, no 
doubt. The Christians were accused 
of this fiendish act, which furnished 
an excellent pretense for a great per- 
secution. According to some Roman 
writers, the Christians had become 
numerous and influential in the state. 
During this persecution the apostle 
Paul fell a victim and again was 
thrown into prison. Just before his 
martyrdom he wrote his second letter 
to Timothy, declaring that he was 
ready to be offered up, that he had 
fought a good fight, had finished his 
course, and was going to receive his 
crown which he knew was awaiting 
him. The persecution continued in 
one form or another for some three 
centuries, and while hundreds of 
thousands were killed, the Christians 
—Pentecostals—increased abundantly. 


TAKE A GLIMPSE AT YOUR 
HISTORY 

Tertullian (160-220 A.D.) wrote, 
“We are of yesterday, yet we have 
filled your empire, your cities, your 
towns, your islands, your tribes, your 
camps, castles, palaces, assemblies, 
and senate.” 

Constantine (306-37 A. D.) became 
a Christian in 312, after he saw the 
vision of the cross, and above it the 
words, “In this sign conquer.” The 
next year, by the edict of Constantine, 
there was granted to the “Christians 
and to all others full iiberty of follow- 
ing that religion which each may 
choose.” In 325 A. D. he issued a gen- 
eral exhortation “to all his subjects 
to embrace Christianity; and because 
the Roman aristocracy persisted in ad- 
hering to their pagan religions, Con- 
stantine moved the capital to Byzan- 
tium, and called it Constantinople— 
“New Rome,” capital of the new Chris- 
tian Empire. 

Julian (361-63), the apostate, sought 


to restore paganism. 

Jovian ( 363-64) re-established the 
Christian faith. 

Theodosius (378-95) made Christi- 
anity the state religion.—Bible Hand- 
book, H. H. Halley. 

The empire was divided in 395 into 
the West and East. Honorius (395-423) 
reigned over the Western, and Arco- 
dius (395-405) reigned over the East- 
ern. 

In 476 the Western Empire fell at 
the hands of the barbarians, thus 
ushering in the Dark Ages, and from 
“out of the ruins of the Western 
Empire arose the Papal Empire, and 
Rome still ruled the world for a thou- 
sand years.” The Eastern Empire also 
fell, in 1453 A. D. 

WHEN PENTECOSTALS SUR- 
RENDERED 

We are not in a position to state 
definitely the exact time when the 
true Pentecostals were forced to sur- 
render; but somewhere along the line 
the transition took place, either by the 
intermingling of ideas from unre- 
generated, politically minded men 
coming more and more into authority, 
spiritually choking them to death, or 
by the persecutors literally killing 
them by the millions. 

We do know that the Christianiza- 
tion of the Roman Empire resulted 
most regrettably in. the paganization 
of the church, for the age-long, an- 
cient conflict, “It shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” 
(Gen. 3:15), was again seen struggling 
for the ascendency, and the church 
lost. 

We do know also that millions suf- 
fered martyrdom. 

THE CATACOMBS OF ROME 

“The catacombs of Rome are vast 
subterranean galleries, commonly eight 
to ten feet wide, four to six feet high, 
extending for hundreds of miles be- 
neath the city, and used by Christians 
as places for refuge, worship, and burial 
in the imperial persecutions. Chris- 
tian graves are variously estimated at 

(Continued on page 14) 
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At the General Assembly, in Sep- 
tember, 1940, I was appointed to be 
overseer of the 139 churches and 5,918 
members of Georgia. I had never 
preached a sermon in the State and, 
as far as I know, there waz no one 
asking for my service. Neither had I 
requested any one to send me here. It 
was purely an appointment. 

Upon arriving in Macon, at 2370 
Napier Avenue, I found that the state 
office had $500 invested in what used 
to be the local church parsonage 
there. They had no furniture, and we 
were to make a payment on the house 
each month. A check-up revealed that 
the tithe of tithes coming to the state 
office amounted to about $400 a 
month. The 5 per cent mission quota 
ran about $80 to $90 a month. 

We owned one nice new brick 
church in Atlanta (Hemphill Ave- 
nue), one old tabernacle-style brick 
church in Macon, and one nice brick 
in LaGrange. Our other church build- 
ings were all frame houses and taber- 
nacles—some good, some bad, some 
new, some old, some with floors, some 
with only sawdust for floors; but one 
thing I observed standing out above 
all else: the ministers and members 
of the Churches of God in Georgia 
loved God and were willing to be led 
to greater things for Him. This writer 
can truthfully say that they have 
made one continual upgrade of prog- 
ress every month since that day in 
September in 1940 when he met with 
them as their new state overseer. 


MEMBERSHIP 


One who reckons our membership 
must take into account the high 
standard of requirement for member- 
ship. There are hundreds of people 
converted in our services who never 
become members, but attend our serv- 
ices, support our churches, accept 
those high Christian standards and 
experiences, and live good Christian 
lives. Notwithstanding this fact, our 
membership has climbed every month 
and year until we have 9,090 fine peo- 
ple in our churches. Georgia has 
more members than any other state. 
We have made a net gain of 3,172. 
That is more than many of our states 
have. 

CHURCHES 

We had 139 churches, which were 
pretty well all over north and south 
Georgia; but we had a vast territory 
in the middle part of the State where 
one could drive 50, 75, and 100 miles 
and never see a Church of God. We 
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began to try for more new churches. 
The state Mission Board used as much 
as possible of the funds available 
(about $80 to $90 a month) for new 
fields, gospel tents, evangelistic cam- 
paigns, and a general crusade on 
these unexplored fields. We did not 
always succeed, but God has crowned 
the efforts of His faithful, loyal, sac- 
rificing ministers, and we now have 
186 churches in the State. These are 
standing today as a monument to 
their untiring efforts and as so many 
lighthouses to the lost and benighted 
of this state. 


MINISTERS 


After I was appointed to serve as 
their overseer, our preachers met in 
the second gallery in the Memorial 
Auditorium in Chattanooga, with 
their outgoing and much beloved 
overseer, Rev. Earl P. Paulk, who gave 
us his tentative appointments. We 
went by Brother Paulk’s list where 
possible. 

In a few days, we met in Macon and 
our brethren were there for the first 
service. I soon was convinced that I 
had a fine, capable group with whom 
I could work and in whom I could 
trust and confide. God has added to 
their number until we now have 253 
licensed and ordained men and wom- 
en in our great state. 


PARSONAGE 

Eight years ago, only 21 of our 
churches had parsonages. That meant 
that the rest of our ministers had to 
do the best they could to find a place 
for their families to live. Sometimes it 
was better than others. Our people 
began a move to build or buy pastor’s 
homes. They worked hard. The 
L. W. W. B.’s put on suppers, sold 
everything they could, and today we 
have not 21, but 72 parsonages, 10 of 
them are nice brick, rock (or block), 


and stucco. Thank God for our 51 new 
parsonages, where our ministers and 
their good wives and children can be 
at home. 


CHURCH BUILDINGS 
After I went on my get-acquainted 
tour, I found that we had 19 taber- 
nacles, 71 frame churches and 3 brick 
churches—93 altogether, for 139 con- 
gregations. Hemphill Avenue, La- 
Grange, and Macon were the brick 
churches. Our ministers put ona 
“Build a Church” drive. The last old 
tabernacle has long since been torn 
down and a nice church has taken its 
place. We have built, or bought, 58 
frame churches, 25 block churches, 2 
rock churches, and 27 nice orick 
churches, making us a total of 182 
churches in the State, where only 93 
were standing 8 years ago. (Note if 
these figures seem to count up more 
than 182, it must be remembered that 
17 of the 93 old church buildings have 
been replaced by new ones, but to give 
proper credit for the ones which were 
already in the State, we have counted 
them.) 
We have built or bought: 
51 frame parsonages 
10 brick or block parsonages 
58 frame churches 
25 block churches 
2 rock churches 
27 brick churches 


TITHES 

It has been said that “the tithes are 
a financial barometer for our 
church.” As stated above, the tithes 
coming to the state office in 1940 were 
about $400 a month. The state over- 
seer’s salary, traveling expenses, of- 
fice help, office expense, and house 
note were paid from this. Now we 
have about $1,500.00 coming into the 
treasury each month. 


MISSIONS 

Our state convention mission offer- 
ing in 1939 was $4,000. In 1940 we 
tried to raise $1.00 per member in 
each church. We did get this amount 
from 110 churches. Others gave some. 
The next year, 1941, we raised $1.00 
per member in every church in the 
State. From then on we have raised 
our money in other ways, receiving as 
much as $12,500 for the state conven- 
tion offering, and our 5 per cent mis- 
sion quota has increased with the 
tithes. God has given our people a 
vision of the lost and dying world. We 


(Continued on page 15) 
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E should 
hesitate, if 

he be wise, be- 
fore hazarding 
any sweeping 
judgment con- 
cerning the 
religious strength 
of this country 
from a qualitative 
standpoint. Just 
how religious we 
are in spirit and 
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‘ 
. 
PROTESTANT RELIGIOUS BODIES WITH MEMBERSHIPS ABOVE 50,000 . 
Members 1947 Members 1946 § 
1. Methodist 8,567,772 8,430,146 ; 
2. Southern Baptist 6,270,819 6,079,305 
3. National Baptist Convention, “USA, ‘Inc. 4,122,315 4,122,315 
4. National Baptist Convention of America 2,580,921 2,575,621 4¢ 
5. Presbyterian Church in the USA 2,234,798 2,174,530 § 
6. Protestant Episcopal scucaheh ,160,207 (a) 2,118,980 2 
7. United Lutheran Church in America ™ 1,778,943 1,748,183 
8. Disciples of Christ —... ee m 1,703,010 1,889,066 
9. Northern Baptist Convention . 1,541,991 1,592,349 2 
10. Evan. Lutheran Synod of Ohio and Other States 1,469,213 1,422,513 . ¢ 
ie” RRR 1,157,764 1,140,824 § 
12. Church of Jesus Christ of Latter ‘Day ‘Saints 916,789 911,279 $ 
13. African Methodist Episcopal —.....000000.. 68,735 (3) 868,735 . 
14. Evangelical United Brethren 712,616 705,102 § 
15. Evangelical & Reformed .. 708,382 695,029 § 
16. Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 686,739 1,3 
17. Churches of Christ 682,172 (1) 309,551 ¢ 
18. American Lutheran 646,700 601,839 
19. Presbyterian, U.S. . 613,701 596,037 : 
20. African M.E. Zion -. 520,175 (2) 489,244 ¢ 
21. Evan. Lutheran Augustana’ Synod of N. A. 8,565 999  ¢ 
22. Colored Methodist Episcopal . , 381,000 381,000 § 
> Gees Oe eee ee eee 300,000 300,000 2? 
24. Evan. Luth. Joint Int. Synod of Wisc. and Other States. 288,355 (5) 259,097 
25. Nat’l Ass’n Free Will Baptists . 255,127 221,317 § 
26. American Baptist Ass’n 45,861 (1) 115,022 P 
27. Assemblies of God - 243,515 241,782 Pd 
28. Seventh Day Adventists 215,545 208,030 6§ 
29. Salvation Army . 209,341 205,881 § 
30. Church of the Nazarene 209,277 201,487 
31. United Presbyterian of N. A. 02,60. 198,81 4 
32. Church of the Brethren 184,584 182,497 § 
33. Reformed in America 178,318 176,244 
34. Christian Reformed 135,788 134,608 
35. Reorgan. Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- -Day Saints 127,381 116,888 
36. Religious nye of Friends — (b) 112,541 113,465 ¢ 
37. Church of God (Anderson, Ind.) —.......... 92,604 95,325 2 
38. Church of God (Cleveland, Tenn.) J 77,926 
39. Federated e 88,411 (1) 88,411 
40. Cumberland Presbyterian pinnate 76,276 75,472 
41. United American Free Will Baptists 5,000 (5) 75,000 2 
42. Nat’l Bapt. Evan. Life and Soul Sav. Assembly of USA 70,843 70,843 
43. Gen. Assoc. of Regular Baptist Church, North 0,000 (1) 22,345 § 
44. Primitive Baptists 69,157 (1) 69,157 
45. American Unitarian Association i 69,104 (dad) 66,027 «¢ 
46. Independent Fund. Churches of America... A 65, 4 
47. International Church of the Four-Square ae 56,197 (5) 21,728 ¢ 
48. Mennonite 53,338 52,596 2 
49. Lutheran Free Church 53,325 (4) 48,306 
50. Church of Christ Scientist (c) (c) $ 
TOTAL (95.5% of Protestant bodies) 44,571,486 43,413,226 Pd 
‘ 
,/NOTES: (a) The figure (2,155,514) given to us last year by the Protestant Episcopal 4¢ 
Church was in error, and included members in American Outposts, instead of Conti- $ 
nental USA only. The figure should have been 2,118,980. 
(b) Includes all Societies of Friends. 
(c) In the above figures the membership of the Church of Christ, Scientist, is not § 
included; the impossibility of getting anything near an accurate figure is due to a $ 
prohibition in this church’s manual forbidding “the numbering of people and the ; 
reporting of such statistics for publication.” 4 
(ad) The figure submitted to us last year (74,789) was in error. It should have been , 
as it appears here: 66,027. ; 
(1) As of 1936 (2) As of 1940 (3) As of 1942 (4) As of 1943 (5) As of 1944 $ 
7 
. 
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in practice may be open to argument— 
and usually is. But judging quantita- 
tively, one is on safer ground. He can 
state with assurance that, statistically 
speaking, religion in these United 
States is enjoying the most robust 
health it has ever known. 

Not only has church member- 
ship in the United States kept pace 
with the country’s. rather sharp 
population climb, but it has managed 
to edge ahead a little in the 
race between those born and those 











The State of the Church 


added to religious rolls. 

Church membership, as of now, 
stands at 53% of the population. 
Though we may mourn that virtually 
half our people are still unchurched, 
the fact remains that this 53% is the 
highest in our history—representing 
quite an advance since 1890, for in- 
stance, when the percentage of the 
nation’s people claimed by the official 
statistician of religious bodies was only 
22%. 

That is one of the many interesting 
facts emerging from Christian Her- 
ald’s annual report on “The State of 
the Church” for 1947, just completed. 
In this, the only comprehensive and 
nation-wide survey regularly made of 
church membership in the United 
States, we present a synthesis of the 
church picture as a whole, plus some 
analysis of specific gains and losses 
that seem important as trends-indica- 
tors. 

We believe these figures, gathered 
from the officially appointed denom- 
inational statisticians, to be as authen- 
tic and complete as it is possible to 
make them. Christian Herald annually 
devotes an outsized amount of time 
and effort to this survey, but has 
learned from experience that the most 
carefully assembled statistics fall shy 
of complete accuracy. This is due to 
several factors, the two principal ones 
being: (1) the variation in methods 
used by church statisticians in com- 
piling membership, and (2) the ex- 
tremely unbusinesslike or indifferent 
attitude some church bodies take 
toward recording and reporting their 
members. 


In connection with the former, it 
must be born in mind that any survey 
such as this must use the definition 
of the body doing the reporting. He 
has to. There are three general, and 
differing, definitions of church mem- 
bership in the United States. They are: 

(1) All persons in the cultural, racial 
or nationality. group served—the defi-. 
nition used generally by the Jewish 
Congregations and the Eastern Or- 
thodox Churches; 

(2) All baptized persons, of what- 
ever age—the definition broadly fol- 
lowed by the Roman Catholics, Old 
Catholics,: etc.; 
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(3) Persons who have come into full 
membership; adults only, or from the 
age of around 13 up—the definition 
generally agreed upon by the Protes- 
tant churches. 


In all, 223 Protestant and 30 non- 
Protestant religious bodies were polled. 
Most of the larger denominations and 
about half of the smaller ones report- 
ed up-to-date figures; some submitted 
the latest figure they had—ranging 
from 1936 up to two years ago; some 
didn’t bother to submit anything, old 
or new. 

In the tables appearing on these 
pages we have used the very latest 
statistics available from the churches. 
Where the figures for 1947 and 1948 
are the same, this indicates that no 
new estimate was available. Footnote 
references are made in cases where 
the figure is an unduly old one, result- 
ing either in a static appearance for 
the denomination or a startling in- 
crease that would seem to be improb- 
able in any one year. 

Overall, the number of persons in 
the United States who are allied to 
religious bodies, Protestant and non- 
Protestant, stands at 77,386,188 for the 
year 1947. This is a gain of 3,713,006 

over 1946. Of this total body of reli- 

gious affiliates, the 223 Protestant de- 
nominations have 46,149,676—or a lit- 
tle more than 60%. The Roman Cath- 
Olics claim 25,286,178 (as of Jan. 1, 
1947)—or a little better than 33%. The 
Jewish Congregations, for whom we’ve 
had no new figure since 1936, last list- 
ed 4,641,000—or about 6%. And the re- 
maining 1% is divided between such 
diverse bodies as the Greek and Rus- 
sian Orthodox (300,000 each), Polish 
National Catholic (250,000), Interna- 
tional General Assembly of Spiritual- 
ists (150,000), and others listed in the 
table on page 13. 

Thus we have the comparative 
strengths of the Protestant as meas- 
ured against the non-Protestant 
groups. 

America is still preponderately Prot- 
estant, and is likely to remain so for a 
long while. But what do the figures 
tell about comparative gains made last 
year? Just this: percentage-wise, the 
Catholics made a somewhat better 
gain than the Protestants. (It is like- 


AUGUST 28, 1948 


ly, of course, that Protestantism would 
have made a much better showing if 
all instead of just part of its churches 
had made surveys and submitted re- 
ports.) During the past year, the Ro- 
man Catholic Church reports, it added 
866,049 members—making a gain of a 
little better than 3.5%. In the same 
period the churches of Protestantism 
reported adding 1,173,962—or a little 
more than 2.6%. 

Put together, these gains represent 
a respectable advance for religion in 





America. Religious faith in our land 
is not hitched to a skyrocket, ’tis true; 
but neither is it on the toboggan. In- 
stead, it is climbing gradually, stead- 
ily, surely. 

And what do the figures reveal as 
to the comparative growth within 
Protestantism itself? In what areas 
were the greatest gains made? Among 
the large denominations, the small or 
the medium-sized? 

A popular notion has it that the so- 


(Continued on page 13) 
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, PROTESTANT RELIGIOUS BODIES WITH MEMBERSHIPS 10,000 TO 50,000 
4 
Members 1947 Members 1946 
51. Evan. Mission Covenant Church of America 49,003 49,003 
» 52. Universalist Church of America 46,183 47,541 
53. Free Methodist Church of N. A. 45,379 47,008 
: 54. Gen’l Conf. of the Mennonite Church of N. A. 
(Union with Central Conf. of Mennonites) 45,200 40,000 
55. Colored Primitive Baptists 43,897 43,897 
56. Moravian Church in America 43,809 42,332 
§ 57. Nat'l David Spiritual Temple of Christ Church 
8 Union (inc.) U.S.A. initia ‘ 40,362 40,287 
» 58. Christian and Missionary Alliance 40,283 40,283 
» 59. Independent Churches : 40,275 40,275 ¢ 
> 60. General Baptists 39,600 39,600 
61. United Evan. Luth. Church 38,908 37,033 2 
62. Pentecostal Church of God of America 37,048 37,048 
4 63. The Church of God we 34,999 34,399 7 
» 64. Church of God—Saints of Christ - 34,045 34,045 4 
: 65. Advent Christian Church 32,540 30,635 
@ 66. Churches of God in N. A. (Gen. ‘Eldership) 31,817 33,563 § 
¢ 67. Wesleyan Methodist Church of America ; 30,662 30,157 4 
§ 68. Colored Cumberland Presbyterian Church sipaaanage 30,000 30,000 4 
§ 69. Finnish Evan. Luth. Church seeaued Synod) 29,153 29,875 
70. Pilgrim Holiness Church . 27,418 27,268 
71. United Baptists 7,000 27,000 2? 
72. Evan. Congregational Church 26,736 26,423 
2 73. Pentecostal Holiness Church 25,780 25,780 
74. Plymouth Brethren 5,806 25,806 
75. United Holy Church of America 5,000 25,000 
76. Assoc. Reformed Presbyterian Church — ayase) 24,651 24,290 § 
> 77. Slovak Evangelical Lutheran Church . se 886 21,516 
78. Church of God . 20,000 20,000 
79. Caivary Pentecostal Church, Inc. 20,000 20,000 
> 80. Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church of Amer. 19,588 19,428 
§ 81. United Pentecostal Church, Inc. . 19,136 19,136 2 
$ 82. Armenian Orthodox Church Inc. in America 18,787 18,787 
‘ 83. Church of the United Brethren in ; ‘_—emnd 18,544 15,401 
¢« 84. Mennonite Brethren Church of N.A 18,410 18,000 
$6 85. Regular Baptists 17,186 17,186 2 
2 86. Brethren Church (Nat'l Fellowship) - 16,077 17,406 4 
rd 87. Trium —_ the Church and Kingdom of God in Christ 5,500 30,000 
§ 88. Christian Union 15,400 15,400 
§ 89. Finnish Apostles Lutheran Church of America — 14,511 14,511 
, 90. Lutheran Synodial Conference (Negro ee) 14,428 11,521 
¢ 91. Old Mennonite Lancaster Conference 13,477 252 
§ 92. Old Order Amish Mennonite o unseiineiaidantialiiadbithions 3,182 13,394 
§ 93. Ind. Fundamental Churches of America. 12,337 12,337 
> 94. Evangelical Free Church of America —_.... 12,000 12,000 
95. Primitive Methodist Church aeenanes 11,995 12,185 
§ 96. nae ate vem gm Methodist Church _... 10,693 10,981 
2 97. Evangelical Free Church Association ( formerly Norwegian 
4 & Danish Evangelical Free Association of N. A.) 10,033 10,033 
98. Reformed Zion Union Apostolic Church 10,000 4,000 
TOTAL, Protestant bodies 10,000 and above 1,257,724 1,242,022 § 
§ TOTAL, Protestant bodies (above 50,000), carried forward . 44,571,486 43,413,226 
TOTAL __...... sininguiensiaaiiasincmaiia’ 45,829,210 44,655,248 
Total 125 Protestant bodies not tabulated here 320,466 
Total 223 Protestant bodies 46,149,676 
‘ Total Non-Protestant bodies ori aaa 31,184,820 ‘ 
: Total 17 Non-Protestant bodies not tabulated here , 7 51,692 
Grand Total of all Religious Bodies in the U.S.A. 77,386,188 
4 
4 4 
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Camp Meeting 


Memories? Yes, of the great camp 
meeting and state convention held in 
beautiful Edgewood Grove, Somerset, 
Pa. This lovely spot owned by the 
Church of God is ideally located and 
is acclaimed by many visitors as the 
most beautiful they have ever visited. 

When we arrived the day before 
services began, the place was lively 
and a spiritual atmosphere prevailed 
as the rooms and newly built cabins 
were occupied. This spirituality was 
with us more deeply in each service, 
and as the days brought us nearer the 
end, more people were talking their 
plans for next year’s camp. 

Prayer was an important order of 
the day and especially was wont to 
be made at 7 a.m. Many were saved, 
sanctified, and filled with the. Holy 
Ghost as they lingered around the 
altar. 

Bible study was held in an informal 
question-and-answer method, con- 
ducted by local and visiting ministers. 
Each day was different and as the 
subjects varied so did the methods 
employed by each teacher. Every serv- 
ice was crowned with success as 
music, song, and sermon added to the 
spirit of the meeting. 

We had many visiting singers and 


Speakers: namely, J. C. Jernigan, 
General Overseer; Ralph Williams, 
National Youth Director; Henry C. 
Stoppe and wife, of Jamaica; 
Paul H. Walker; Ralph Koshe- 
witz; John Meares, of Athens, 


Tenn.; and one of the best represent- 
ative groups of various Pentecostal 
ministers I have ever seen. The music 
and singing was largely directed by 
M. G. McLuhan, Edward M. Yecha, 
and their wives, of the International 
Bible College, Estevan, Sask., Canada. 
Their ministry was appreciated by all. 
Earl P. Paulk, Greenville, S. C., was 
the camp evangelist. He was at his 
best as God richly blessed his minis- 
try. 

The teen-age and junior groups were 
conducted by Mildred Knisell and 
Rose Finelli. They had an interested 
and well balanced program. The c’i- 
max came when they presented a 
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joint program Saturday afternoon 
with such results that several received 
the Holy Ghost. Their services had 
been visited by His presence con- 
tinually, as several children prayed 
through in regular daily Bible School 
sessions. 

The young people presented a pro- 
gram each evening prior to the evan- 


gelistic service. There was local talent 
in abundance, and never did we see 
so great a display of consecrated gifts. 
Missions were well represented by the 
Stoppe family, of the West Indies; 
Carrie Furman, of Guatemala; Sis- 
ter Porada, whose husband is in the 
Philippines; and Elder Nembhard, of 
Jamaica. 

These are just a few of the. good 
things we can mention. 

Our beloved state overseer, Glyndon 
Logsdon, is due honor for his services, 
not only during camp meeting but his 
other work, in making Pennsylvania 
a real state for the Church of God. We 
are moving forward—G. E. Poplin, 
Reporter. 


Church of God Brings Old Camp 
Meeting Days to Charlotte 


For several months, the talk in 
North Carolina among businessmen, 
travelers, and men from every walk 
of life has been what they are doing 
out there on the Wilkinson Boulevard. 
They were beholding a group of 
ministers that were “doing a good 
work” on the same tract of land 
which, less than a year ago, was noth- 
ing but woodland. It is now a beau- 
tiful 120-by-160 foot (plus a large 
choir) tabernacle, standing on Zion 
Hill at the end of Happy Avenue. In 
different towns throughout the State, 
businessmen have said to our minis- 
ters, “Are you of the Church of God 
which is building that large taber- 
nacle near Charlotte?” 

YES is the answer to these ques- 
tions. Thank God! It is an accom- 
plished fact, brought about by much 
prayer and real hard work on the part 
of our state overseer, E. W. Williams, 
and the State Campground Com- 
mittee, with plenty of action, R. W. 
Tedder, chairman. Brother Williams 
and this committee and the ministers, 
members, and friends of the Church 
of God have seen their efforts 
crowned with success. Brother H. D. 
Williams, in a message during the 
camp meeting, said, “In the beginning 
of this project it looked like a big job 
and hard to undertake, but I doubt 
that there is a person anywhere now 
but what would say, ‘It is worth it.’” 


Yes, dear reader, I sincerely believe 
that the results of the camp meeting 
just closed were worth the effort that 
was put forth. 

On the opening night, Tuesday, July 
13, people came from the East, West 
North, and South to worship God in 
this ten-day feast. H. L. Whittington 
was the first speaker and spoke each 
night for five nights. In this first 
service Brother Whittington had the 
burden for the success of the camp 
meeting; and at the close of the ser- 
mon, scores fell in the altar seeking 
God. The spirit among the whole con- 
gregation was that we were there not 
to have a big time but to help men 
and women to God. ; 

The Music Committee, Brother C. S. 
Grogan, chairman, rendered valuable 
service. The camp meeting band 
organized by the Instrumental Com- 
mittee, Brother T. W. Day, chairman, 
was the talk of this meeting. 

The messages given by the North 
Carolina minsiters and visiting minis- 
ters covered every phase of the Chris- 
tian life. Some sermons were evange- 
listic, some doctrinal. There were ser- 
mons on organization. Messages were 
directed to the young and to the old, 
for the minister and for the mem- 
ber. This writer has attended camp 
meetings .for seventeen years and I 
feel that the sermons delivered at this 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Eleven-month Check-up, 1948 
Total Amount Raised for State and General Programs, over $150,000 


Total Amount Raised for State and General Programs, over $150,000. 


Number saved 

Number sanctified _ 
Number baptized with the Holy Ghost 
Number baptized in water ; 
Number added to Church 


1948 Gain 

Over 1947 
7,401 ‘ 991 
qe ..: Le 
cS ee 
> ae 339 
$558 ... 1306 


Net gain in membership, 993. New churches organized, 17. 





Rank in Membership with Other States in “A” Group 








Rank 
Number saved ._1  Tithes «= 
Sanctified : 1 Aged ministers . os 
Baptized with Holy Ghost 1 Missions 1 
Baptized in water 1 Orphanage 1 
Added to Church 1 Total 1 
CHURCH OF GOD BRINGS OLD The _ Entertainment Committee, 


CAMP MEETING DAYS TO 
CHARLOTTE 
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camp meeting were the best rounded 
to produce well-balanced Christians 
that I have ever heard. Visiting min- 
isters who spoke were: H. L. Whit- 
tington, Knoxville, Tenn.; H. R. Cor- 
ley, Starke, Fla.; Earnest Angley, 
evangelist, Ohio; Earl P. Paulk, 
Greenville, S. C.; Houston R. More- 
head, state overseer of Michigan; E. L. 
Simmons, President of Lee College, 
Cleveland, Tenn.; L. B. Thomas, 
Macclenny, Fla.; and James L. Slay, 
pastor, North Cleveland, Tenn., speak- 
er for the last five nights; and Ralph 
E. Williams, National Youth Director, 
Cleveland, Tenn. R. P. Johnson, form- 
er Assistant General Overseer and 
former state overseer, Miami, Fla., 
was the speaker for the morning serv- 
ices, and two of his sermons for min- 
isters were the best I have ever heard. 
The messages by these brethren were 
inspiring and well received. These, 
along with profitable messages given 
by our good North Carolina preachers, 
will be as “bread cast upon the water, 
to be gathered in not many days 
hence.” 

LOVE, FELLOWSHIP, AND UNITY 
were the keynote of the camp meet- 
ing. Everyone seemed eager and ready 
to help the other fellow, and the 
ministers set the example in “en- 
deavoring to keep the spirit of unity.” 
There was absolutely no grumbling or 
complaining to be found. 
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consisting of the pastors of the near- 
by churches, with C. M. Jinkerson as 
chairman, worked faithfully, pitching 
tents in “tent city” and securing 
places for the folk to stay. 

Brother C. R. Jones, Chairman of 
the Watchman Committee, and his 
men had the tough assignment of 
parking hundreds of cars at the night 
services, and they handled it well. 


The beautiful fluorescent lights 
shining out with their beams of wel- 
come meant that Brother C. G. Ray, 
our chief electrician, and his staff of 
electricians had rendered a valuable 
service in giving us plenty of light, as 
well as saving the church many dol- 
lars. 

The Usher Committee consisted of a 
group of ministers from over the 
State, Floyd Timmerman, chairman. 
They made everything comfortable 
for the thousands filling the large 
tabernacle. 

Special services in the interest of 
the Bible Schools were conducted by 
E. L. Simmons, President of Lee Col- 
lege, in behalf of the College, and by 
V. C. Ramey in behalf of the State 
Bible School which will be held 
next year at the state campground. 
A large enrollment is expected. 

An entire day was given to the 
youth of the state. This was a high 
day in Zion, featured by messages 
from our Assistant General Overseer, 
H. L. Chesser, and our National Youth 
Director, Ralph E. Williams. Our 
capable state youth director, E. C. 





Thomas, with his State Youth Com- 
mittee, made Wednesday a great day 
of the camp meeting. 

Sister E. W. Williams, state 
L.W.W.B. president, blessed our souls 
with a great service on Tuesday, and 
$69,624.73 was raised by the L.W.W.B. 
Theirs was a glowing report. A very 
nice play was given which was written 
by Mrs. P. W. Chesser, of Asheville. 

C. H. Rochester conducted a special 
service Saturday afternoon in the 
interest of the State Orphanage. The 
children could not be present because 
of the polio epidemic, but the program 
was interesting as Brother Rochester, 
Superintendent of the Orphanage, 
and Brother H. D. Williams, former 
superintendent, spoke. An offering 
was received at the close of this mes- 
sage. 

At the close of the afternoon serv- 
ices, Brother E. C. Thomas, state 
youth director, conducted a special 
class for all youth workers in visual- 
aid training. This class was taught by 
a specialist in this field, J. R. Camp- 
bell, pastor of Paw Creek. In the aft- 
ernoon session of the youth day, 
Brother Campbell gave a sample of 
this work. 

The Sunday morning service was 
for the mission cause. Brother R. P. 
Johnson spoke on “The Golden Text 
of the Bible,” and the large crowd re- 
sponded with a free-will offering for 
the great cause of Church of God 
Missions. 

This writer cannot tell with words 
all the good that was received at this 
great camp meeting. “The half has 
not been told,” but the memory of it 
will live on. Should the Lord tarry 
until another camp meeting, those in 
attendance at the 1948 camp meeting 
will not want to miss the 1949 camp 
meeting.—H. E. Stone, Publicity Com- 
mittee Chairman. 





The Lord Has Stood by Me 


CHILDERSBURG, Ala.— I praise 
the Lord for the way He heals my 
body when I am sick. I have been in 
the church for almost twenty years, 
and God has healed me many times. 
I am the mother of nine children. 
Seven have been born since I received 
the Holy Ghost. The Lord has stood 
by me all the way through. I have not 
taken any medicine or rubbed any 
kind of medicine on any of these chil- 
dren. They have not had a drop of 
medicine and they have been sick in 
many ways.—Mrs. J. C. Prission. 
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REQUESTS FOR PRAYER 


PRAY FOR: 


The Lord to heal my mother.—Mrs. Nancy 
Garrett, Maryland, Tenn. 

Our dau hter who has something wrong 
with her roat.—A Sister. 

Mrs. M. L. Freeman to be healed of cancer.— 
Mrs. L. C. Evans, Leaf, Miss. 

My son-in-law to be led out of darkness 
into light.—A Member, Albany, Ga. 

Several very urgent requests; my sister’s 
husband to be healed.—Lola Payton, Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 

Brother and Sister Clyde Keen's little boy 
R be healed.—Sister W. R. Whidden, Venus, 


The Lord to ew heal me.—Virgil 
Hanger, Elkins, W. Va. 
An unspoken request. —A Reader, Albany, 


Mrs. A. S. Roberson who is in a serious con- 
dition.—Sister Ward, Williamston, N. C. 

Me be healed; my three unsaved chil- 
dren.—Mrs. Alice White, Poplarville, Miss. 

Brother C. C. Ruff, who is in a serious con- 
dition.—Mrs. C. C. Ruff, Pampa, Texas. 

A very special unspoken request; my loved 
ones to be saved; to have His way in my 
life—Mae Clanday, Nettleton, Ark. 

The healing of my body; my lost loved ones; 
me to keep victory in my soul.—Dolly Huff- 
master, Armona, Calif. 

The healing of my body; my wife; our 
daughter-in-law who has been in the hos- 
pital three weeks; our children to be saved.— 
R. G. Rackley, Shannon, Ga. 

Mrs. Mary Lee Parish Dulaney, who has 
tumor of the brain; her husband to be saved; 
her two children to be healed of trench 
mouth, 

My son, who broke his neck diving from 
his ship and is paralyzed from his chest 
down, to be saved and healed; me to be 
a, J. R. Beasley, Winter Garden, 

a. 

My husband to be saved and delivered from 
the drink habit.—A Sister, Logan, W. Va. 

An urgent unspoken request.—Alma Brad- 
ley, Powderly, Ala. 

My brother, who is very sick, to be healed. 
—Willie Pierce, Lynwood, Calif. 

My daughter and her husband, who are 
separated.—Mrs. Perry Haynes, Vernon, Ala. 

The Lord to undertake for me. I can’t 
seem to get a prayer through.—A Sister. 

A friend who is in a very bad condition; 
us to stay in the Lord’s will.Mrs. Alice 
Flott, N. Sacramento, Calif. 

Me to be healed of “strep” throat; my 
daughter to come back to the Lord, regard- 
less of what it may take; my boy and hus- 
band to be saved.—Mrs. Linda Brown, Knox- 
ville, Tenn. 

A very urgent unspoken request concerning 
a very serious matter.—Josephine Stiles, Mi- 
ami, Fla. 

God to heal us and Eschol Jackson as He 
sees fit.—Readers. 

My son’s body, the Lord has wonderfully 
touched him; my body.—Mrs. Elva Hand, 
Hazlehurst, Ga. 

The Lord to heal my hands, the flesh is 
withering away caused by a nerve in the 
spine; my son’s tonsils.—Mrs. Frances Qualls, 
Burdette, Ark. 

My mother, who is in bad condition.—De- 
wayne Palmer, Hickman, Ky. 

Me and my family—Mrs. James M. Evans, 
Rockwood, Tenn. 

God to undertake for my brother and that 
his home may become a Christian home; an 
unspoken request.—Miss Geneva Hubbard, 
Elizabethton, Tenn. 

Our boy overseas and the rest of my un- 
saved children; this tormenting disease to 
be removed from my head; me to be true 
and faithful.—A Sister, Choctaw, Okla. 

My girl who is in the hospital in a serious 
condition with her jawbone broken: God to 
give her the Holy Ghost; my lost children.— 
Mrs. M. E. Vise, Heflin, Ala. 

My body and different worries.—Mrs. R. H. 
Mather, Albuquerque, N. Mex. 

The healing of my body; my mother who 
is in a serious condition.—Mrs. Lucille War- 
ren, Cullman, Ala. 

My sister; a young man to be saved and 
filled with the Holy Ghost.—A Friend,- Eliza- 
bethton, Tenn. 
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My mother to be healed and saved; my 
wife’s eyes and body to be healed; my broth- 
ers and sisters to be saved; me to be healed 
and drawn closer to God; an unspoken re- 
quest.—_W. R. Mayberry, Lynchburg, Va. 

My daughter. The doctors say she has in- 
flammation of the brain.—Esther Coffee, 
Holliday, Ky. 

God to heal my body, if it’s His will; two 
unspoken requests.—Mrs. Gertie Byrd, Jasper, 
Fla 

My loved ones to be saved; my baby and 
sister; a friend who is in need.—Mrs. Mal- 
colm Fuller, Dunlow, W. Va. 

A sister who has been ill for some time.— 
A Sister, Cheshire, Ohio. 

God to undertake for me. 
through a hard test.—A Member, 
burg, W. Va. 

A neighbor woman who is in need of a 
divine touch; me to be full in the ministry 
soon; my body; other requests.—Rev. Porter 
Richards, Pennsboro, W. Va. 

Me to be healed of stomach and gall blad- 
yd trouble.—Sister McFarland, Middletown, 
Ohio. 

God to help me with my trials and tempta- 
tions.—Inell Tull, Miami, Fla. 

Me to be healed; an unspoken request.— 
Mrs. C. K. Puffenberger. 

God to save my sons, husband, sisters, and 
brothers; the healing of my body; God to 
make a way for my daughter and her hus- 
band to go to Bible School; us to do God's 
will.—Marie White, Dunlow, W. Va. 

Me to get back to God; my husband to 
get saved and quit drinking; my mother who 
is sick—A Reader. 

Me to get the victory; a special unspoken 
request.—A Christian. 

My backslidden brother to be restored to 
the fold.—Mrs. Handy G. Brantley, Bailey, 
N. C 


I am going 
Parkers- 


My family who have some kind of break- 
ing out.—R. F. Wilson, Cobbtown, Ga. 

The healing of my body.—Mrs. Russell Vick, 
Clearwater, Fla. 

God to heal my body.—Flora Mae Guthrie, 
Empire, Ala. 

The people here to see what God can do 
and feel His glorious power.—Mary Lemaster, 
Mount Park, Okla. 

My head, eyes, and nerves to be healed. 
—Mrs. Beulah Ausmus, Pennington Gap, Va. 


A friend who has a broken leg, heart trou- 
ble, and other ailments to be healed and 
saved.—A Friend, Double Springs, Ala. 


A revival that is to start here soon; this 
spiritually dead community to see and feel 
the power of Almighty God.—Mrs. Albert 
King, Pittsview, Ala. 

My little boy who has heart trouble; me. 
—A Sister, Naugatuck, W. Va. 

The healing of my body; my husband to 
be saved; a very urgent unspoken request; 
God to undertake for a dear friend of mine.— 
Mrs. J. E. Dabbs, Scottsboro, Ala. 

My wife to be saved and sanctified.—R. C. 
Lee, Columbia, S. C. 

A very special request.—A Sister, Whites- 
ville, W. Va. 

The healing of my body; loved ones to be 
saved; me to raise my baby in a way that 
will be pleasing to God.—Mrs. Aleck Lisko, 
Crummies, Ky. 

My three daughters to return to the Lord; 
my daughter’s health to be restored; a friend 
and her daughter to be healed; God to un- 
dertake in my home.—Mrs. Maude Harris, 
Monroe, La. 

The healing of my body; three unspoken 
requests.—_A Friend, Mayodan, N, C. 

My husband to be saved. He says he is 
going to commit murder.—A Reader. 

My body to be healed.—Baxter Bryant, La- 
Follette, Tenn. 

Lillie Shrewsbury, who is very ill with 
heart trouble, high blood pressure, sugar 
diabetes, and something wrong with her 
spine.—A Neighbor, Mabscott, W. Va. 

Verna Norton, who was seriously injured in 
a car wreck. Without God's help she can't 
live.—Mrs. E. B. Carter, Heflin, Ala. 

My husband’s stomach to be healed.—Mrs. 
Barney Trent, Ripley, Tenn. 

My healing of a severe case of sinus trou- 
ble.—E. P. Musick, Switzer, W. Va. 

An urgent request.—A Sister, Detroit, Mich. 


ASSISTANT GENERAL OVER- 
SEER’S CONVENTION WORK 


(Continued from page 5) 

of the Lord. The purchase of the 
school property has been a sacrifice, 
but still they have men who are will- 
ing to contribute until it hurts, to see 
the work go. This is true all over the 
United States, as well as Canada. 
People have proved their love for the 
Church of God by their giving and 
sacrificing to see the promotion of 
the cause of the Lord. 

Leaving Canada at 5 p.m. Monday, 
we spent a half day in the office, and 
arrived at the campground between 
Birmingham and Bessemer, Alabama, 
after 9 p.m. Wednesday night. When 
the bus driver called out, “Camp- 
ground,” we looked up the hill and saw 
the large neon sign advertising the 
Church of God, and cars by the hun- 
dreds parked all over the place. Hear- 
ing the noise from the altar service, 
we realized we were at the Alabama 
camp meeting. As we walked up the 
hill to the large tabernacle, the noise 
was as the voice of many waters, and 
such a crowd we could hardly get 
through! Yet, at the altar souls were 
praying through. L. C. Heaston, of St. 
Petersburg, Florida, was the camp 
evangelist, and God was mightily using 
him. Reports were that nearly fifty 
had received the Holy Ghost in the 
camp meeting. Alabama has had an 
outstanding year of success under the 
leadership of J. T. Roberts, now com- 
pleting his fourth year as the overseer. 
There seemed to be a good unity and 
fellowship and much optimism, with a 
fine spirit of loyalty and cooperation. 
When it comes to singing and people 
attending camp meeting, you would 
have to go a long way to find better. 
Their tabernacle is 80 by 120 feet and 
has been used only two years, but it 
is already too small for their congre- 
gation. Give them room; watch them 
grow! 

Louisiana is the next place. When 
we arrived in New Orleans we found 
the convention off to a good start, 
with Brother John L Byrd, state over- 
seer, moderating. There seemed to be 
such a wonderful spirit of harmony in 
the new church recently built by 
Brother McManus and his people that 
one was glad to be there. The Willing 
Workers were on the job, to see that 
food was prepared to make the con- 
vention a great occasion. Lousiana has 
enjoyed its greatest year under the 
leadership of John L. Byrd—good re- 
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The State of the Church 
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called “small sects” always show the 
largest proportionate. gains. This is 
explained on the assumption that 
members of the numerically minor 
churches take evangelism more seri- 
ously, that they show a greater zeal 
in “adding to the church daily.” 


The evidence contained in our sur- 
vey does not support this theory. For 
the sake of comparisons, let us divide 
the bodies listed on these pages into 
four parts—(1) those with member- 
ships of a million or more; (2) those 
with memberships above 200,000 but 
fewer than a million; (3) those with 
memberships ranging between 50,000 
and 200,000 and (4) those with mem- 
berships between 10,000 and 49,000. 


In the first category we have eleven 
denominations. These are the giants, 
the king-sized churches, and they rep- 
resent about 72% of all Protestant 
strength in America. With a total 
membership of 33,587,753 these denom- 
inations added a net of 293,921 mem- 
bers in 1947. Percentage-wise, this 
works out at a gain of only .9%. (It 
should be pointed out, however, that 
this group’s percentage received a se- 
vere setback due to the losses sus- 
tained by two bodies: the Disciples of 
Christ which suffered a loss of 186,- 
056 “due to the failure of some of our 
churches to report their membership,” 
and the Northern Baptist Convention 
whose submitted figure shows an un- 
explained drop of 50,358.) 


The nineteen churches in the second 
grouping (200,000 to a million) showed 
the largest net gain—about 9% for the 
year. To last year’s total of 8,368,786 
they added a net of 743,809 new mem- 
bers. 


The next twenty churches (50,000 
to 200,000) managed a net gain of 120,- 
530 members to bring their total to 
1,871,138. This gives them a healthy 
increase of around 7%. (But here 
again it should be pointed out that 
this good showing is partly a “book 
figure,’ due to the fact that the whop- 
ping increases of two bodies—General 
Assn. of Regular Baptists, North, and 
the International Church of the Four- 
Square Gospel—represent more than 
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just one year’s gains; the Regular 
Baptists were reporting for the first 
time since 1936, and the Four-Square 
people reporting for the first time 
since 1944. 


Looking at the fourth grouping, we 
have forty-eight churches with mem- 
ships between 10,000 and 49,000. 
These are the so-called “small sects,” 
and they made a net gain of 15,702— 
or only about 1.2%. 


Thus it is apparent that the largest 
growth is not, as we have been led to 
believe, in the “small sects” category. 
Neither is it in the giant-sized denom- 
inations. Rather it occurs—or at least 
it did in 1947—in those church bodies 
with memberships ranging between 
200,000 and a million. Just why this is 
so, we cannot say. We only point it 
out as a pattern to watch. 


Individual denominations making 
impressive gains may, of course, be 
found in any of the above divisions. 
Looking them over at random, we 
note that the Church of God (Cleve- 
land, Tenn.) registered an increase of 
16%; the Latter-Day Saints gained 
9%, and those doing better than 3% 
include the Nazarenes, the Southern 
Baptists and the Southern Presby- 
terians. The Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S.A. also achieved a nice in- 
crease of some 2.7%. 


Losses were sustained by compara- 
tively few churches. And, as in the 
case of the Northern Baptist figure, 
there is probably some good reason for 
the drop—but one we couldn’t manage 
to persuade their official statisticians 


to divulge in time for this survey to be 
put to press. 


Some denominations have both 
trained statisticians and annual year- 
books to report their data. Others just 
do not seem to care, and thus a re- 
port such as this must perforce in- 
clude more guesswork than any com- 
pendium of its importance should 
have. 


It is obvious that the Federal Bu- 
reau of the Census has thrown up its 
hands in face of the difficulty of get- 
ting church cooperation in the matter 
of a religious census. The last really 
satisfactory national poll of religious 
bodies was taken in 1926. The system 
used was to ask pastors or local church 
or parish officials to fill out a blank 
giving the necessary information. The 
job done by the Census Bureau then 
was generally regarded as satisfactory 
by church officials. 


But ten years later ,in 1936, about 
20% of the local churches would not 
report, and the census was incomplete. 
The 1946 Census of Religious Bodies 
was all set up, and again the persons 
asked to submit reports were dilatory 
if not downright mulish: less than 60% 
of the local churches of America both- 
ered to send in the information asked. 
The Census Bureau kept trying, but 
Congress denied it any new funds be- 
yond July 1, 1947. So the 1946 census 
died the death of the righteous—and 
at the hands of the same. 


Whether the United States census- 
takers will make another try in 1956 or 
not is uncertain. But even if the Bu- 
reau of the Census is discouraged on 
this matter of gathering statistics, 
Christian Herald is not. With the 
much-appreciated aid of your denom- 
ination’s statistician, we'll be with 
you a year from now with another re- 
port on “The State of the Church.”— 
Courtesy of Christian Herald. 
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MEMBERSHIP NON-PROTESTANT RELIGIOUS BODIES IN U. S. 


Roman Catholic — WWW 
Jewish Congregations Saou 
Russian Orthodox ‘ 
Greek Orthodox ™ 
Polish National Catholic 


Int. General Assembly of Spiritualists - rn 


Serbian Eastern Orthodox Church 
oe of America ’ 

N. Old Roman Catholic Church —... 
Virainian Orthodox Church in America 
Syrian Antiochian Orthodox 


National Spiritual Church ‘Association, “Inc. 


Progressive Spiritual Church . 
TOTAL . : 


(2) As of 1940 


(1) As of 1936 


1947 1946 
25,268,173 24,402,124 
4,641,000 (1) 4,641,000 
300,000 (3) 300,000 
300,000 275,000 
250,000 (5) 250,000 
150,000 100, 
75,000 11,500 
70,000 (2) 70,000 
47,500 — 
39,500 39,500 
20,300 20,300 
12,000 12,000 
11,347 11,347 
a 31,184,820 30,132,771 
(3) As of 1942 (5) As of 1944 
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PENTECOST AGAIN GOES TO 
ROME 


(Continued from page 6) 
between 2,000,000 and 7,000,000. More 
than 4,000 inscriptions were found 
attributed to the Christians from 
Tiberius to the time of Constantine.”— 
Bible Handbook, H. H. Halley, pg. 587. 

The Pentecostals—believers in the 
Glassolalia( Greek word meaning: 
tongue, speak), the speaking in ton- 
gues “as the Spirit gives the utter- 
ance”— were not confined to the 
apostles’ day only, but there were 
many ministers immediately succeed- 
ing the apostles and some all down 
through the centuries, even during 
the Dark Ages, the Reformation, and 
later in revivals in Europe and Ameri- 
ca, who were filled with the Holy 
Spirit according to Acts 2:4. 

Iranaeus (115-202) (of Asia Minor— 
died a martyr), a scholar of Polycarp, 
who in turn was a disciple of the 
apostle John, wrote, “We have many 
brethren in the churches having 
prophetical gifts, and by the Spirit 
speaking in all kinds of languages.”— 
Adv. Haer VI, page 6. 

Tertullian (160-220), of Carthage, 
known as “the father of Latin Chris- 
tianity,” speaks of spiritual gifts, in- 
cluding the gifts of tongues, as being 
still manifested among the Montanist 
Church, to which he belonged. 

Augustine (354-430), Bishop of Hip- 
po, North Africa, the great theologian 
of the early church, wrote, “We still 
do what the apostles did when they 
laid hands on the Samaritans and 
called down the Holy Ghost on them, 
in laying on of hands. It is expected 
that converts should speak with new 
tongues.” 

In speaking of the gift of tongues 
and the interpretations, the Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica, Vol. 22, page 282, 
states the following: “The same mor- 
bid and abnormal utterances recur in 
Christian revivals in every age—among 
the mendicant friars of the thirteenth 
century, among the Jansenists, the 
early Quakers, the converts of Wesley 
and Whitefield, the persecuted Pro- 
testants of the Cevennes, the Irving- 
ites, and the revivalists of Wales and 
America.” 

This move by the Italian Assem- 
blies to establish permanent head- 
quarters at Rome comes after much 
persecution in recent years. Numbers 
of their ministers have been thrown 
into prison, been beaten, mistreated, 
and suffered much since the war. 
This, of course, more or less, can be 
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expected where Catholicism reigns, 
for many of our people have suffered 
in Mexico and Haiti and various 
other places under similar circum- 
stances. 





ASSISTANT GENERAL OVERSEER’S 
CONVENTION WORK 


(Continued from page 12) 

ports, good fellowship, good unity, and 
good gain in everything. The floor 
offering for missions was $1,356. This 
is more than some of the large states 
had in their floor offerings. Hard 
work, with a good program, brings 
things to the front. Hurrah for Louisi- 
ana! Although a small state, they 
have great ambitions. 

With only one day in the office and 
getting some clothes cleaned and 
pressed, we were off again, this time 
for North Carolina. When we arrived 
at the campground between Charlotte 
and Gastonia, we found the largest 
tabernacle in the Movement, and it 
was almost filled to its capacity. The 


tabernacle is not complete, but when * 


completed it will be the finest, as well 
as the largest so far. The meeting was 
going strong. Brother E. W. Williams, 
the state overseer, who is a veteran in 
state overseer work, was managing the 
meeting well. The crowds were large, 
and a fine spirit of fellowship and 
unity was prevailing, as is character- 
istic of the “Tarheels.” They have 
raised many thousands of dollars this 
year to pay for the erection of the 
tabernacle, which is 160 by 100 feet 
and then an extension built on the 
side for the choir. This state has en- 
joyed one of its greatest years of 
success. There have been many new 
churches set in order and many people 
have been brought to the Lord and 
received into the Church. We were 
privileged to stay for only a part of 
one day, and did not get to hear the 
reports from the districts, but the 
ministers’ reports and the records 
show a good year for the State. One 
feature of this meeting was the re- 
port of the Ladies’ Willing Workers’ 
Band, which I think was an out- 
standing report. They have done 
it again! Broken all records in 
the church for the Ladies’ Will 
ing Workers! The people in North 
Carolina esteem Brother and Sister 
Williams very highly for their works’ 
sake. We appreciate the cooperation 
that has been given to the state 
overseer in putting over this taber- 
nacle and camp meeting project, 


which was a _ great undertaking. 
Brother James L. Slay, pastor of North 
Cleveland church, was the camp meet- 
ing evangelist, and many reported he 
was doing some great preaching. Of 
course, you who know Brother Slay and 
have heard him preach, know this is 
a true statement. 


From North Carolina we journeyed 
to Maine. We arrived in Appleton, 
Maine, Friday night, July 23, and it 
was raining. The weather was cool. 
The camp meeting was in full swing, 
and Brother J. B. Camp, with his big 
smile, was carrying on in a good way. 
A fine spirit of unity was in the meet- 
ing. People seemed to be happy and 
thesLord was blessing. Brother E. H. 
Miles, of Virginia was the camp meet- 
ing évangelist and was doing some fine 
preaching, and souls were praying 
through. Brother Camp is loved and 
appreciated by the people of Maine 
and has done a splendid work there. 
The work in the New England States 
shows a nice increase. The floor offer- 
ing for missions was quite an increase 
over last year. 


From Maine we went to New York 
City. In this large city we have a 
church. Brother Camp came with us 
from Maine back to New York, having 
been the former overseer of New York. 
He seemed glad to return for a visit 
and we were glad to have him come 
along with us to guide us through 
safely, as there are so many automo- 
biles, so many streets, and it so easy 
to get lost in all the traffic. The con- 
vention was held at the Brooklyn 
church and there seemed to be a good 
spirit prevailing. We were glad to 
have the privilege to meet the New 
York people, or we should say the 
people from the New England States. 
There is a great opportunity and a 
great field in this section—so many 
places that do not know about the 
Church of God; so many openings 
where we could have a good church, 
if we had workers and finance suf- 
ficient to pay rent, in order that we 
could open up in these places. 


We were entertained in the home 
of Rev. C. H. Blankenship, who is the 
state overseer and lives on Long 
Island. We had a pleasant stay and 
enjoyed the conv¥tntion. 


Our next convention, and the last 
one for this summer, was Maryland. 
When we arrived at the Maryland 
camp meeting we found the meeting 
in high gear. Many said the best 
spirit was prevailing in the camp 
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meeting that they had ever seen in 
Maryland. Brother O. C. Crank, who 
is the state overseer, seemed to be at 
his best in managing the camp meet- 
ing, having distributed the respon- 
sibility to the different ones to assist 
him in carrying on the work. It was 
a pleasant place to be. Such fellow- 
ship and such unity! Ray Hughes 
again was the camp meeting evangelist 
and was doing some fine preaching and 
souls were praying through. Surely, 
we could not say that the Maryland 
camp meeting and state convention, 
was dry since it rained so much. But 
it was not only raining literally, but 
the spiritual rain was falling, also. 
The . mission. offering was outstand- 
ing, having reached the figure of 
$6,000, Maryland’s greatest mission 
offering. Hurrah for Maryland with 
all of her gains, increases, unity and 
fellowship, in spite of the difficulties 
that faced her this year! When we 
say Maryland, we speak of Maryland, 
Delaware, and D. C. 


From Maryland we journeyed to 
Chicago to the Pentecostal leaders’ 
meeting, which closes the summer’s 
work. Covering the state conventions 
has been a little more than 16,000 
miles; hard, tiresome, yet enjoyable 
work. The privilege of meeting so 
many people, enjoying their fellow- 
ship, and seeing how the work is get- 
ting along is a blessing. This has been 
a great year for the Church of God. 
Many, many souls have been saved, 
sanctified, and filled with the Holy 
Ghost and added to the church. 
Hundreds of thousands of dollars have 
been raised to promote the Church 
of God in the different sections of 
the country. Many hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars have been invested 
in property improvements as well. 
With the General Assembly at hand 
and only a few days to catch up the 
work that has gotten behind, may 
God’s blessings rest upon all and give 
us the greatest Assembly we have 
ever experienced. 





EIGHT YEARS OF PROGRESS IN 
GEORGIA 
(Continued from page 7) 
will give and pray Jesus comes. 
ORPHANAGE 


To support our large orphanage in 
Cleveland, Tennessee, all of our 
churches are glad to contribute in our 
Sunday Schools and on Easter Sun- 
day; but some few years ago, we had 
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to put on an extensive building pro- 
gram to house the overflow of needy 
children. Georgia came with her part, 
with as much as $12,000 at some of 
our conventions. 
CAMPGROUND 
Along with other states, we elected 
a committee to purchase a site and de- 
velop us a fine campground. They are 
doing just that. It has been said by 
many leaders in the Church of God 
that it is “second to none.” 
1 large fireproof tabernacle, 90 by 
128 feet 
12 modern brick cabins 
7 nice cottages, from 4 to 6 rooms 
each 
14 frame cabins, 2 rooms each 
1 block cabin 
1 12-unit apartment house 
2 large rest rooms and bath houses 
1 frame cabin, 1 room 
Total property value, for 
ground, $172,600. 
STATE PARSONAGE 
In 1940, the state office had $500 in- 
vested in the Macon local church par- 
sonage (that was given to them la- 
ter). In 1942, we bought a nice little 
6-room house on State Street in 
northwest Atlanta. In 1946, we sold it 
and bought the fine state parsonage 
at 787 Flat Shoals Avenue, S.E. It has 
11 rooms, 2 baths, 2 extra lavatories, 
and is valued, with its furniture, at 
$20,000.—A. V. Beaube, Overseer. 


camp- 





God Has Touched Me 

RUSSELLVILLE, Tenn.—God has 
touched my body, for which I am giv- 
ing Him all the praise. You good 
people keep praying and may God 
bless everyone who has offered a 
prayer in my behalf.—Mrs. Carl Hol- 
lifield. 
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THE MINISTERS MANUAL 
The 1948 edition of this very popular book is now available. As you prob- 
ably are aware, it contains helps for every day in the year. These helps 
include sermon outlines, order of service, illustrations, material for spe- 
cial days, suggested texts and themes, and guides for church activities of 
various departments. Cloth bound, 317 pages. 
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cash, $2.20 charge account. 
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100 GREAT TEXTS AND THEIR TREATMENT 
In this 520-page volume, Fredrick Barton has treated the great texts 
of the Bible and their expositions as great preachers have treated them. 
A fund of illustrative material has been included. Cloth bound. Price $1.95 


500 FIVE-MINUTE SERMONS FOR CHILDREN 
This volume of 362 pages, edited by G. F. B. Hallock, contains a wide 
range of materials, object lessons, drama, lessons from nature, art, sci- 
ence, fables, and sermons for special occasions; triple index. Cloth bound. 
Price $1.95 cash, $2.20 on charge account. 
CHURCH OF GOD PUBLIANING HOUSE 
Cleveland, Tennessee 
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Coosa Valley on the Firing Line 

CROPWELL, Ala. — Coosa Valley 
Church of God Sunday School and 
Y. P. E. for the last ten months have 
doubled. Our church membership has 
almost doubled. Brother R. L. Brasher 
is the pastor at this time. He and his 
wife are good workers among young 
people. We had only forty in attend- 
ance in our Sunday School when they 
came here; now we have ninety-two. 
The Coosa Valley Church is on the 
firing line, all looking for the Lord 
soon to come.—George H. Harmon. 





A Dream Comes True 


WAKE FOREST, N. C.—We are 
happy because soon we shall be wor- 
shiping in our lovely new building. 
It is a “dream come true” for many 
of the members to see a stately stone 
church just off U. S. Highway No. 1, 
bearing the name “Church of God.” 
This great work has been accomplished 
under the direction of our good pastor, 
E. H. Babb. He has worked so hard 
and untiringly, and has accomplished 
that which seemed impossible. 
Through his contacting local business- 
men and impressing them with his 
sincerity and honesty, we have been 
blessed with many favors. The church 
will be one of the better buildings in 
the movement when completed, and 
is in one of the most choice and beau- 
tiful locations. Brother Babb has in- 
sisted upon perfection of design and 
workmanship, and indeed it will be 
a star in his crown when he reaches 
heaven and his reward. 

Pray for the church that it may 
reach new people, bring new souls into 
the kingdom of God, and be a bless- 
ing to all who come into contact with 
it—Church Reporter. 


Price $2.50 cash, $2.75 


ELMAN 


Page 15 





Christmas Cards 


Order your Christmas cards now 
and get the benefit of sales for the 
entire season. We have twenty 
thousand boxes of the following 
varieties in stock ready for ship- 
ment: 

No. 47X, consisting of twenty- 
one beautiful Christmas folders, 
with scripture texts. Retail price, 
per box, $1.00; wholesale price, 
twenty-five or more boxes, 55c per 
box on charge account, 50¢ per 
box cash with the order. 

Assortment No. P-26 consists of 
twenty-five beautiful Christmas 
folders, with scripture texts. Retail 
price, $1.00; twenty-five or more 
boxes to one address, wholesale 
price, 55c per box on charge ac- 
count, 50¢ per box cash with order. 

Assortment No. 48X consists of 
twelve beautiful folders with scrip- 
ture texts. Retail price, 60c; whole- 
sale, twenty-five or more boxes to 
one address, 35c per box on charge 
account, 30c per box cash with the 
order. 


CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING 
HOUSE 


Cleveland, Tennessee 





- SELLING THE 1949 SCRIPTURE TEXT CALENDAR 
QUANTITY PRICES 


of selling and distributing this lovely calendar in their community. Quantity Cost 
And it sells easily! A quick examination of the calendar convinces 100 Calendars $ 35.00 
a person that it is something needed in the home; and most people 200 Calendars == 70.00 
buy additional copies for Christmas gifts at the suggestion. Complete 300 Calendars _.... = sC«0.00 105.00 


Each year more people experience the pleasure and satisfaction 
Sell For 


_.... 95.00 175.00 
Single Copy $ .35 
3 Copies $1.00; 12 Copies $3.50; 25 Copies $7.00; 
v, 50 Copies $12.00 
All Prices Slightly Higher in Canada. 
TERMS: Cash with orders to individuals. 


sales plans accompany orders for 100 or more calendars. 500 Calendars 








USE COUPON—ORDER TODAY 


Gentlemen: 


bef iB a ts Kindly ship at once Messenger Scripture Text Calendars for 
Hie. ial iS ‘ 
— 1949. Enclosed find remittance in the sum of $ shea 


Sy Raey 
= Ship to 

Address 

City 


Pastor’s Signature 


Church Officers’ 
Signature *____........ 


Signature 


IMPORTANT: If you do not have a charge account with us at present—send 
cash with order or if you desire 30 days’ credit, send three business references. 
Calendars not returnable. 








8-7-49 














